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Abstract

The main subject of this research is the investigation and analysis of the plot
structure and narrative type in the Sacred Defense fictional novel Zendegi Khoob
Bood (Life Was Good), within the framework of structural narratology. Given
that most previous studies of Sacred Defense fictional works have remained
somewhat general or, at best, limited to introducing story elements, the present
study aims to achieve a comprehensive structural understanding of this novel by
drawing on new structuralist and narratological models, which are considered
nascent approaches in literary criticism. The research will examine its plot
structure and narrative type.

The next step is to identify the narrative patterns of this work and determine the
narrative tools used (language, recurring motifs, and the relationship between
the narrator and the audience). Therefore, the study will first introduce the
structuralist theories of Greimas and the narrative models of J. P. Lintvelt and
Gérard Genette, alongside a brief history of the two sciences of structuralism
and narratology in fictional literature. Following this, the two communicative
modelsinthe plot structure (conjunctive and disjunctive) will be analyzed. Finally,
drawing on the research theory and the plot structure, we intend to examine the
narrative type and its functions in this novel, using the aforementioned model.
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