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Abstract

Although the term resistance literature is a relatively new concept, whose
theorization dates to the contemporary period or slightly earlier, resistance and
perseverance in the face of adversity—and against anything that threatens the
material or spiritual life of human beings—have always manifested throughout
history. This claim can be supported by examining texts from various eras and
nations, including ancient Iran, which are filled with elements that demonstrate
this innate (and at times instinctive) human disposition.

This study aims to identify the grounds for the emergence of resistance
literature in ancient Iranian texts through a case study of Karnamag 1 Ardaxsir
1 Pabagan. Using a descriptive—analytical method grounded in contextual and
component-based approaches to literary criticism and content analysis, the
research investigates this early prose narrative. Karnamag 1 Ardaxsir T Pabagan
is a narrative-like account describing the transition of power from the Arsacids
(Parthians) to the Sasanians. The findings reveal that the text contains eleven
prominent components of resistance. These include confronting falsehood and
injustice, reliance on religion and metaphysical beliefs, opposition to oppression,
depicting the enemy’s insults, condemning traitors to the homeland, returning to
innate human nature, resisting to the point of self-sacrifice, loyalty and honoring
the loyal, military secrecy, war and combat, and national identity formation.
Among these components, religious foundations and religious—national identity
play the most significant roles in shaping resistance literature. The present
study demonstrates that resistance literature is rooted in the religious—national
beliefs and identity of people in the ancient world, and that Karnamag 1 Ardaxsir
1 Pabagan, as one of the oldest surviving texts reflecting these elements, is of
considerable importance from this perspective.

Keywords: Karnamag 1 Ardaxsir T Pabagan, Genealogy, Resistance literature,
Ancient texts, Pre-Islamic literature
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